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We are pleased to welcome you to the plenary session of the 2023 ABA Midyear Meeting #ForALL Programming Track. 
This session will begin with a brief welcome and introduction by Nick Allard, Chair, ABA Standing Committee on the 
Law Library of Congress; followed by the keynote address by Johann Neem, Professor of History at Western 
Washington University. Professor Neem’s presentation will frame a discussion drawn from his book Creating a Nation of 
Joiners, examining the development of civil society following American independence and setting the stage for a panel 
discussion of the important role of coalition-building and professional associations in advancing societal and systemic 
change as well as safeguarding the rule of law. Former ABA President Judy Perry Martinez will facilitate the panel 
discussion featuring representatives from a number of ABA entities. Presenters include: 

 Justice Adrienne Nelson, ABA Cornerstones of Democracy: Civics, Civility & Collaboration; ABA Diversity & 
Inclusion Center Chair; ABA Member Diversity Officer

 Josephine (Jo) Bahn, Associate, Cozen O’Connor; Chair, ABA Young Lawyers Division
 Brenda C. Robinson, Attorney, Children’s Law Center of Los Angeles; Chair, ABA Commission on Youth at Risk
 Jason Kaune, Partner, Nielsen Merksamer; Chair, ABA Standing Committee on Election Law
 Scott Carlson, Associate Executive Director, Global Programs, American Bar Association

Register for the Event

This event is being held in association with the 2023 ABA Midyear Meeting at the Sheraton in New Orleans, LA. There is 
no fee to register for the Midyear Meeting or this special track of programming, but space is limited. For more 
information and to register, click here.

Questions? Please contact Anne Brown at Anne.Brown@americanbar.org. 

Not a member of the ABA yet? Not a problem. You do not need to be a member to attend the events featured in this 
special track of programming, but space is limited. Through these sessions, the ABA is inviting you to join us at the 2023 
Midyear Meeting in New Orleans to check out the ABA, learn about innovations in advocacy from experts, and discover 
how you can get connected. Find out more and register here. 

The ABA is for Everyone. The ABA offers countless resources for lawyers, judges, law students, and those who are 
interested in law-related issues. Lawyers in their first five years of practice pay $75 annually, and government attorneys, 
judges, public interest lawyers, solo and small firm (2-5) lawyers, and retired/inactive lawyers pay only 
$150. Membership for law students is free. Join now.

Gun violence is a major problem in New Orleans as it is in numerous communities throughout America. Presenters for this program will discuss gun 
violence as it impacts the city. First, we will screen a documentary, Big Freedia Got a Gun, which covers New Orleans music artist Big Freedia’s 
experiences with losing their brother to gun violence and their work on the issue. Following the screening, there will be a listening session in which 
members of the community discuss their experiences with gun violence and approaches to solving the problem.

3:15-4:45 PM*
Climate Migrants or Refugees: A Case for Protection Under U.S. Immigration Law
Sponsor: Commission on Immigration

From Hurricane Katrina in 2005 to Hurricane Ida in 2021, Louisiana is on the front lines of climate change. In Louisiana, climate change has resulted in 
forced displacement of residents, immigrants, and indigenous populations locally, and throughout the region. After Hurricane Katrina, nearly half the 
reconstruction work force was Latinx, including 54 percent undocumented immigrants. Louisiana is a microcosm of the complexity of forced climate 
migration globally. This panel will discuss the impact of forced climate displacement in Louisiana to extrapolate how U.S. immigration laws do and 
should respond. Panelists include immigrants who moved to Louisiana to rebuild after Hurricane Katrina, legal experts from the displaced Terrebonne 
Parish indigenous community, and climate immigration legal experts. The goal is to discuss and debate the promises and pitfalls of integrating a form of 
relief for forced climate migration into U.S. immigration law. Based upon the lived experiences of the panelists, panelists will envision policy reforms to 
modify the U.S. refugee definition, other forms of immigration and temporary legal relief and how to make force climate migration arguments under 
existing law.
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